






funding from ACOE and $785,000 
from the county.  The ACOE works 
on the study as they receive federal 
funding. To date the County has 
received $75,000 in 2005, $0 in 2006, 
$0 in 2007, $215,000 in 2008, and 
$263,000 in 2009.  Flagler County 
has committed to match $392,500 
of the federal funding over the next 
five years.  The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection has been 
supportive in providing matching 
funds by reimbursing the County 
50% of the local match. 

Exempt State Charges   
for Public Use of 	
Submerged Lands

Requested Action: Request an exemption from Florida Administrative Code Section 18-21.011, 
for political subdivisions and municipalities using sovereign submerged lands for a public use.  
Request the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund grant a letter of consent 
or fee waiver for political subdivisions when requesting to preempt sovereign submerged lands 
for a public purpose. 

Background:  Florida Administrative Code Section 18-21.011outlines rules and compensation 
for use of sovereign submerged lands. A political entity may generate revenue based on the 
use of the land, such as a municipal pier or fishing dock, however the state requires a base fee 
or up to 8 percent of the gross revenue, whichever is higher, as a fee for use of the submerged 
lands.  With most political subdivisions and municipalities offering the use at a minimal fee 
to its constituents, the cost for maintaining such facilities often outweighs the revenues that 
are generated. Therefore, Flagler County and its municipalities are seeking relief from this 
requirement. 

Restore Funding for the Water Sustainability Trust Fund
Requested Action:  Restore funding for the State’s Water Sustainability Trust Fund in order to 
assist Flagler County governmental and quasi governmental bodies associated with the Coquina 
Coast Desalination Project that will provide a safe and adequate water supply for its citizens in 
the future. In addition, support, through funding, the establishment of regional approaches to 
a sustainable water supply.

Background:  In the past, the Water Sustainability Trust Fund allowed local governments to 
successfully partner with the water management districts and the State in seeking alternative 
water supplies. In recent years, Florida has experienced a historic drought and yet Flagler County 
has continued to grow, nearly doubling its population since the 2000 U.S. Census. Funds are 
needed to assist the Flagler County in advancing its desalination efforts to the next level. 



Restore Funding for 
State Programs

a. Restore Florida Forever 
Program
Requested Action:  Support the 
return of full funding for Florida 
Forever for the 2010 fiscal year as 
the program helps further local land 
conservation dollars and preserves 
the delicate systems unique to 
Florida. 

Background:  Flagler County’s long 
standing land acquisition program 
has been strongly supported by 
its citizens for over two decades. 
While land conservation enhances 
the quality of life, it also promotes 
sustainable development, protects 
natural resources and provides park land and open space in proximity to its citizens.

b. Affordable Housing
Requested Action:  Restore full funding and remove the cap on SHIP funding to allow revenue 
collected for the program to be used for its intended purpose and not as a funding source for 
other state programs. 

Background:  The downturn in the economy has severely impacted the State Housing Initiative 
Partnerships Program (SHIP). Mortgage foreclosures and unemployment rates have risen to 
record numbers across the state. Likewise, a reduction in home sales has resulted in less revenue 
from document stamps that fund the SHIP program. Additionally, the state legislature did not 
fund the program in 2009 and has placed a cap on the amount of funds that can be used for 
housing programs.  Restoration of full funding for SHIP dollars would provide assistance to 
individuals in need and meet the intended purpose for which the money was collected. 

c.  FDEP Small County Operating Grant for Solid Waste
Requested Action:  Restore full funding for FDEP’s small county operating grant for solid 
waste as the dramatic cut resulted in a $200,000 funding shortfall for Flagler County’s solid 
waste program – a program that encourages recycling efforts and hazardous waste chemical 
collection.  As a smaller county, Flagler County no longer is in the landfill business but still must 
maintain its closed landfills, prevent groundwater contamination, and illegal tire depots. 



Provide Support for Stormwater Infrastructure Funding  
and exceptions from the St. John’s River Water Management 
District (SJRWMD)and other regulatory agencies for retrofit 
projects
Requested Action:  Support St. John’s River Water Management District funding that assists 
local communities for stormwater improvement projects.  Specifically, for improvement projects 
that help fund the design and construction of a stormwater treatment and conveyance systems 
in historic subdivisions with inadequate or non-existent drainage systems.

Background:  Several subdivisions along the northern coast of Flagler County and in western 
Flagler County lacks appropriate infrastructure for stormwater drainage and no drainage 
outfall.  As a result of the poor drainage, roads and agricultural properties and residential lots 
are frequently under water for weeks after a storm creating a potential public safety and health 
hazard in areas that continues to grow in population and is supported on well and septic tank 
systems.  Environmentally, these same area continue to increase pollutant loads in critical water 
bodies. 

Sponsor Legislation Prohibiting  
the Banning of Florida 
Friendly Landscaping
Requested Action:  Sponsor legislation that 
would prevent homeowners associations 
from restricting the use of Florida friendly 
landscaping. 

Background: Irrigation of lawns and 
landscaping in Florida represents the 
single largest use of water from municipal 
water supplies. This water use has seriously 
impacted the aquifer, which is the source 
of drinking water and water that supports 
Florida’s magical springs and other 
ecosystems. In addition, fertilizers and 
pesticides used on lawns are major sources 
of pollution in our lakes, rivers and bays.  
While homeowners associations attempt to 
maintain appearances in their communities, 
restricting the simple principles of Florida 
friendly landscaping for homeowners can 
have adverse effects in the overall area. 



Continue funding for the Flagler Detoxification Unit
Requested Action: Support appropriation of $141,000 to continue funding for eight 
detoxification beds at Flagler County’s Stewart-Marchman Center and support a modification 
to Chapter 397 of the Florida Statutes that would allow for detoxification and crisis 
stabilization units to be dually licensed. 

Background: The Stewart-Marchman-Act’s Behavioral Healthcare has operated an eight 
bed detoxification unit in Flagler County since 2001. Funding for the unit includes $141,000 
in state general revenue funds provided through the Department of Children and Families. 
In 2008, the Florida Legislature changed the $141,000 appropriation from “recurring” to 
“non-recurring” general revenue. Without further action by the legislature in the 2010 
legislative session to provide funding, whether non-recurring or recurring, the funding will 
not continue. 

From July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009, the Flagler Detoxification Unit provided services to 
473 individuals. Seventy-five percent of those admitted were successfully retained on the 
unit until their detoxification was complete and they could be linked with other services.  
The detoxification is a Marchman Act receiving facility, and therefore a resource to county 
law enforcement by providing an alternative to incarceration for those who are a danger 
to themselves or others as a result of their addiction. The loss of funds would result in the 
closing of the eight bed detoxification unit, denying the community access to this necessary 
service and requiring law enforcement to transport these individuals 30 miles south in 
Volusia County for services. 
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